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CEPT University’s core focus is human habitat.  Located in 

Ahmedabad, its education, research and advisory activities strive to 

improve the lives of people in India's villages, towns and cities.

CEPT Research and Development Foundation (CRDF) is 

established by the University to manage their research and 

capacity building activities. The Center for Water and Sanitation 

(CWAS) is among the first center to be established.

CWAS began its work in 2009 with a focus on monitoring and 

improving water and sanitation services in India.  It carries out 

activities related to action research and capacity building – 

working closely with city and state governments in the state of 

Maharashtra, to support them to  improve service delivery. CWAS 

has information on delivery of WASH services for 800 cities across 

four states in India. Its recent focus is on making cities and villages 

water secure and climate resilient.



Thematic Areas

Monitoring WASH 

services
Sanitation support 

to state/city govts

Urban water 

security

Climate resilience 

and WASH

Urban governance 

and financing

Gender Inclusion and 

Equity in services 

PAS: database for over 
1000 cities updated 
annually for urban 
WASH services

Digital tools for 
monitoring sanitation 
service delivery

Data systems 
strengthening

Faecal sludge and septage 
management; ODF/ODF+ 
and ODF++ cities, 
Citywide Inclusive 
Sanitation (CWIS)

Support to State 
Government of 
Maharashtra for SBM and 
Majhi Vasundhara

SKP for Gujarat

Water secure 
cities/villages

Water resource 
management 

Efficiency in water 
supply service delivery

Last mile connectivity 
– MOUHA advisory

Water governance

WASH strengthening 
for climate adaptation

WASH carbon neutral 
cities - Greening of 
WASH service chains

Support to Majhi 
Vasundhara Mission of 
Maharashtra 

Innovative financing 
options for urban 
sanitation; Development 
Impact bonds

Strengthening municipal 
finance and  state sector 
finance assessments 

ESG for cities, City 
creditworthiness tool

WASH services in 
slums

Gender inclusive 
sanitation 

SBM-NULM 
convergence

Safety of sanitation 
workers

Knowledge Partnership and Capacity Building support 
SKP - MoHUA, GSGS, IWA, WHO, SIWI, ADB-ADBI, GWSC, Janaagraha, NIUA, Piramal, Arghyam



Driving systemic change at scale
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2009 – 414 cities

67 M population From Gujarat and Maharashtra 

2025 – 809* cities

116 M population
*Replication of PAS online tool 
in Sikkim/Aasam is in progress



Develop frameworks for scalable solutions

SanBenchmarks

ESG and Creditworthiness

CWIS

Equity

Water Security and Water Governance

WASH and Climate

Localising SDG 

ODF, ODF+ and ODF++ 



Technical and policy support 
For city support to state, national, global actions



Our approach – learning from action-research and scaling through 
knowledge partnerships and capacity building support

Lessons from city and 
state experiences 

• Citywide, sustainable, 
inclusive, equitable services

• Private sector participation

• Convergence of programs 
and funds

ODF+/++ and ODF-S:  
Divisional workshop series for 
all cities in Maharashtra

NIUA- SCBP Programme - Training 
of trainers for Urban Sanitation

Applying lessons for AMRUT 
capacity building

Contracting and financing training 
using research and field experiences

Exposure visits

Academic engagement – translating 
experiences to students, researchers 

Action-research projects

• Performance Assessment for 
Urban Water and Sanitation

• Implementing FSSM in small and 
medium towns –Wai, Sinnar, 
Kolhapur, Satara

• Supporting to Govt. of 
Maharashtra for Swachh 
Maharashtra Mission

• Action Plan for Slum Free City 
for Ahmedabad 

• Water security in cities of Kutch

• Energy transition in water and 
wastewater management

Tools, training 
modules, resource 
materials, 
demonstrations,  
collaborations

Policy-Guidelines and resource 
materials



Global/National Partnerships
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ADBI Featured Speaker Webinar: Anjali ...

Stockholm International Water Institute ...

Climate Resilient Sanitation Coalition ...

NFSSM Alliance

MCMCR (MCGM Centre for Municipal ...

Inputs to 14th,15th, 16th Finance 
Commission deliberations

Inputs to India’s climate 
taxonomy

MoU with Dept of 
Environment and Climate 
Change, Govt of Maharashtra 

Working at all level of 
Government 

Participation in 9th Pre-Budget 
Consultation of Finance Ministry 

Contribution to MoHUA working 
group on Administrative reforms

MoU with Dept of Urban 
Development, Govt of 
Maharashtra 

india's climate finance taxonomy: a ... Climate Finance Taxonomy

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=adbi&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2FLoYceEOb8xg%2Fmaxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.adb.org%2Fnews%2Fevents%2Fadbi-featured-speaker-sanitation-education-development&docid=6ut_4jq9hZQrIM&tbnid=33j2RQbHQStv0M&vet=12ahUKEwiG-Zu00KyOAxU_ma8BHdiKO8EQM3oFCIYBEAA..i&w=1280&h=720&hcb=2&itg=1&ved=2ahUKEwiG-Zu00KyOAxU_ma8BHdiKO8EQM3oFCIYBEAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=siwi&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unwater.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fstyles%2Fsocial_large%2Fpublic%2Fapp%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F05%2F100x120_PARTNER_SIWI.png%3Fh%3D8e325a66%26itok%3DJ4PLZedx&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unwater.org%2Fabout-un-water%2Fmembers-and-partners%2Fstockholm-international-water-institute-siwi&docid=M6JEFOY_mDQIvM&tbnid=OCrd47fVNQpmFM&vet=12ahUKEwjG2bzE0KyOAxVBna8BHUaxDMoQM3oECBkQAA..i&w=1200&h=630&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjG2bzE0KyOAxVBna8BHUaxDMoQM3oECBkQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=climate%20resilient%20sanitation%20group&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fs7d1.scene7.com%2Fis%2Fimage%2Fwbcollab%2FCRSC-logo-square2%3Fqlt%3D90%26fmt%3Dwebp%26resMode%3Dsharp2&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.worldbank.org%2Fen%2Fteam%2Fc%2Fclimate-resilient-sanitation-coalition&docid=kdp0mU_xMTiaiM&tbnid=gl9pbWDPhBIO7M&vet=12ahUKEwjnh4js0KyOAxW0efUHHWCMBeoQM3oECBwQAA..i&w=900&h=720&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjnh4js0KyOAxW0efUHHWCMBeoQM3oECBwQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=nfssm%20alliance&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nfssmalliance.org%2Fstorage%2Fresource%2Freport%2Fimages%2F01JM1QYDHRGKW6PD6S8QQHPQ0A.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nfssmalliance.org%2F&docid=xp6MsLW3O23F9M&tbnid=-4CFZaUSlKZOUM&vet=12ahUKEwigjJqd0ayOAxVDm68BHcB1JL0QM3oECB0QAA..i&w=2833&h=1444&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwigjJqd0ayOAxVDm68BHcB1JL0QM3oECB0QAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=mcmcr&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.licdn.com%2Fdms%2Fimage%2Fv2%2FD4D0BAQErhlDOZr_bKA%2Fcompany-logo_200_200%2Fcompany-logo_200_200%2F0%2F1699709387697%3Fe%3D2147483647%26v%3Dbeta%26t%3Daw4ogQTLj0jrKG5nb6KcYl1FDxADLu__90woZUoqE8o&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fin.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fmcmcr&docid=eDBCl-3tc-uloM&tbnid=TsDQax95hhgGyM&vet=12ahUKEwjp5Nqr0ayOAxW8bPUHHZ03DpIQM3oECBgQAA..i&w=200&h=200&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjp5Nqr0ayOAxW8bPUHHZ03DpIQM3oECBgQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=india's%20climate%20taxonomy&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thebusinessascent.com%2Fuploadimages%2Fweb_1747807115294975785.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thebusinessascent.com%2Freadnews%3Fid%3D35&docid=jm4P6-yni-bnxM&tbnid=9BnMc_ayKTHm6M&vet=12ahUKEwiO26ud3bGOAxXW4TgGHRKTEhIQM3oECGAQAA..i&w=800&h=560&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwiO26ud3bGOAxXW4TgGHRKTEhIQM3oECGAQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=india's%20climate%20taxonomy&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.licdn.com%2Fdms%2Fimage%2Fv2%2FD5612AQFMcChjrUhRJw%2Farticle-cover_image-shrink_720_1280%2FB56ZarVnYaGUAI-%2F0%2F1746631295236%3Fe%3D2147483647%26v%3Dbeta%26t%3DSrZS7outU7ZauQdpqRgFJFknKJwxpD-TESjz5KjvmPg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fpulse%2Fdraft-framework-indias-climate-finance-taxonomy-riya-saxena-2ynsc&docid=Jnnac1fd-ZJTRM&tbnid=hZDAoX3iaAVR1M&vet=12ahUKEwiO26ud3bGOAxXW4TgGHRKTEhIQM3oECGwQAA..i&w=1280&h=719&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwiO26ud3bGOAxXW4TgGHRKTEhIQM3oECGwQAA


1000+ resources available at https://cwas.org.in/ 
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350+ 

Resource pages

1000+

Research 
products 
available

16,000+ 

Unique 
visitors

 

27,000

Sessions

63,000

Page     
views

 

Primarily 
organic 

3.09M 

Google search 
impressions

 

Search rank 1
cwas cept

global south academic conclave
centre for water and sanitation

gsac cept

https://cwas.org.in/
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=website%20visitors%20icon&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn-icons-png.flaticon.com%2F512%2F2235%2F2235742.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Fvisitor_2235742&docid=ZKFGDY8J0N98eM&tbnid=KEgVwVsc4YaGEM&vet=12ahUKEwi5hejf3K-OAxUurVYBHYA2D2wQM3oECB0QAA..i&w=512&h=512&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwi5hejf3K-OAxUurVYBHYA2D2wQM3oECB0QAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=google%20search%20icon&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.vexels.com%2Fmedia%2Fusers%2F3%2F132068%2Fisolated%2Fpreview%2Ff9bb81e576c1a361c61a8c08945b2c48-search-icon.png%3Fw%3D360&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vexels.com%2Fpng-svg%2Fpreview%2F132068%2Fsearch-icon&docid=izmw8IW5EketNM&tbnid=nldmbi1RF1zDNM&vet=12ahUKEwjcvrn33K-OAxUvrlYBHUtxGSgQM3oECHkQAA..i&w=500&h=500&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjcvrn33K-OAxUvrlYBHUtxGSgQM3oECHkQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=files%20icon&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.dryicons.com%2Fuploads%2Ficon%2Fsvg%2F6244%2Fc9832f8d-70ee-47b3-8a14-2a4d0ebe8091.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdryicons.com%2Ficon%2Fmultiple-files-icon-6244&docid=MV9j38g4zrlVAM&tbnid=LgTLt66OzPmGxM&vet=12ahUKEwjv4vqI3a-OAxUHT2wGHfvBFicQM3oFCIgBEAA..i&w=800&h=800&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjv4vqI3a-OAxUHT2wGHfvBFicQM3oFCIgBEAA


Monitoring WASH Services

PAS for urban water supply and 
sanitation

SAN Benchmarks: Citywide San. 
assessment

Monitoring SDG 6.2 in Urban India Interactive dashboards

Performance Assessment System (PAS) programme

PAS – SLB online module linked to

 City Finance portal of MoHUA

Largest UWSS database in 
India – 100+ citiesInteractive dashboardsData systems strengthening

Performance improvement plans

Fifteen Years @PAS monitoring PAS Framework and toolkit



City-wide inclusive 
sanitation

FSSM and Used water 
management

ODF, ODF+, ODF++, 
Water+ cities

Technical support unit – SBM and Majhi 
Vasundhara Abhiyan | Zilla Parishad for urban-

rural convergence, waste management

Digital tools: SanTools 
– SaniTrack, SaniTab

Private sector 
engagement and 
business models

Wai - Citywide 
Inclusive Sanitation

Sinnar : a model 
city for sanitation

Making community 
and public toilets 
inclusive in Wai

Journey of Sinnar 
for Safe Sanitation

Scheduled 
Desludging of 
Septic Tanks in Wai

Reuse of treated 
wastewater
and septage at Wai

FSSM Plan for 
Kolhapur and 
Satara

SaniTab SaniTrack - for 
FSSM

Journey of ODF 
Maharashtra

Sustaining ODF
Desludging of 
Septic Tanks

FSSM in 
Maharashtra

SBM 2.0 - 
Mission booklet

Monitoring SMMU- 
Experience from Urban 
Maharashtra

Making Cities ODF++
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Urban Sanitation and climate links – support to government

Capacity building : SBM 2.0, 
Swachhata Knowledge 

Partners (SKP)

Energy transition for WASH | Climate resilient 
waste management | Reuse and recycling | 

Methane emissions reduction strategy 

Private sector assessment



Efficiency in water supply 
service delivery – Water Audit

Water governance hubWASH Carbon 
Neutral Cities

Towards 24x7 Water Supply 

Water governance framework for WASH

Urban drinking water 
security in Gujarat

Preliminary Water Audit 
Studies in Gujarat

Urban Water Security Management 
Toolkit

Urban water security and climate resilience

Urban Water Security Drinking water security for Rural areas

Moving Bhuj Towards Water 
Security

Water Audit Vadodara

Moving towards water secure and climate
resilient cities: Gandhidham and Anjar Drinking water security for rural



Innovative Finance options 
for Urban Sanitation

State Sector Finance 
Assessment

Strengthening Municipal 
Finance

City investment plans and 
budget briefs

ESG and creditworthiness 
assessment for Indian 

cities
Impact bonds

Inputs to 14th
, 15th and 16th Finance commission | City Finance Portal

Strengthening Finances of 
Municipal Governments

Municipal Finance Assessment for Class 
'A' Municipalities in Maharashtra

Enhancing Supply of Sanitation 
Credit in Maharashtra

Financing and Monitoring Urban 
WASH in Maharashtra

Financing and Monitoring 
Urban WASH in Gujarat

Financing and Business Models for FSSM: A 
Landscape Study of Four Indian States

Development Impact Bond (DIB) for 
Safe Sanitation

Training Module on Financing and 
Contracting for FSSM

Finance and Governance 

ESG assessment for Indian cities 

Creditworthiness Assessment – 
An Approach for Indian Cities



Catalyzing Locally Driven Strategies 
in Mumbai Slums for WASH

Ahmedabad Slum Free City 
Action Plan

Gender Inclusive Initiatives in 
Maharashtra

Moving from access to agency 
and transformation for women

Improving Safety of Sanitation 
Workers in Wai Municipal Council

Slum free city action plan 
and slum atlas

Gender inclusivity approach 
under CWIS program.

Safety and dignity to 
sanitation workers 

Gender-inclusive strategy and engagement 
of SHGs for livelihood in sanitation

Last mile connectivity for urban water supply services

Gender and Equity for WASH service delivery

Community led and nature-based 
solutions for vulnerable communities

Reaching the Unserved-Access 
to individual household toilets 
in vulnerable urban areas

Last mile connectivity for urban water supply services Engaging SHGs in Maharashtra and 
exploring viable Business models in 
sanitation

Water Quality training for SHGs



Academic roots - Engaging with CEPT academics
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Studio Exercises

- Support to Master level 

Studio at FP - Water 

and sanitation studios

- Guest lectures for 

studios at CEPT and 

other universities

- Participation in Jury

Courses / Lectures

- GSGS Partner - Collaboration with IHE, Delft for sanitation 

specialisation in Masters in Urban Infrastructure – course 

at CEPT, 7 day course module at IHE

- Financing Urban Development Course for 130+ Faculty 

of Planning master student

- Guest lecture for MUI students - City and state level 

sanitation strategy and moving towards climate resilient 

WASH services in India

-  ‘Emerging Technologies in Municipal WASH Services’ for 

students at the Faculty of Management

- Climate finance panel discussion

Thesis (DRP)/ Interns

- Thesis with Faculty of 

Planning and Faculty of 

Technology

- Internship support to 

students 

- Advice and data provision 

to students working on 

WatSan topics for thesis, 

studio

Collaboration with 
international institutes

- ADBI and University of Tokyo –

South-to-south collaboration, 

- ADBI – Part of Committee of 

Editors for special journal issue on 

Accountability for Public Services 

- Editor with IWA WASH 

Development journal

- Kathmandu University (Nepal) –

Case studies and e-field visit

- Partnerships and knowledge 

exchange with  LEEDS(UK), UTS 

(Australia) 



Academic engagement:  
Global South Academic Conclave on WASH and Climate 
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THEMES

• Monitoring WASH 

and climate

• Governance and 

financing for inclusive 

and climate resilient 

WASH 

• Innovations in 

technology and 

service delivery

• Annual conference in February at CEPT

• Insights from global experts

• Technical paper and poster presentations

• Networking opportunities

• Student focused sessions

• Partner led side session

• Travel Scholarships In
 2

0
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CWAS as a Knowledge Center 

Booths at events -

Virtual and physical

Media features

CWAS: A success case for a 
systems approach for access 
to safe water and sanitation 

services.

Academic Research 

publications
CWAS @ events and capacity building support

A book cover with text

Description automatically generated

https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/910226/accountability-mechanisms-inclusive-city-level-public-services-asia.pdf


CWAS at Global and National Platforms

IWA Water and Dev Congress – Dec 2023

ADB e-marketplace webinar 
series 2023– Jan 2024

Assembly on Water 
Sensitive Planning for 
Global South@ SPA Delhi  
- March 2024

Viksit Bharat 
event– Dec 2023UNC Water and Health 

Conference– October 2023
IWA Specialist Conference 
on Benchmarking, & 
Regulation – Nov 2023

Kerala Used Water Management 
(UWM) Conclave – March 2024

South to South Learning Hub 
Nepal meet – September 2023

National learning sessions by NFSSM Alliance 
members

Stockholm 
World 
Water 
Week 

 – August 
2023

Global Water Operators 
Partnerships Congress – 
May 2023

Webinar on linkages between WASH 
and Climate mitigation

Maharashtra divisional capacity building series on CWIS for municipal officials, elected women 
representatives and sanitation workers

Training to women 
SHGs in Maharashtra 
under AMRUT MITRA



Digital Amplification

Amplification through tweet chats Video and digital storytelling

Topical 

amplification



CWAS publications
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A book cover with text

Description automatically generated

https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/910226/accountability-mechanisms-inclusive-city-level-public-services-asia.pdf


Thematic areas

Monitoring 
WASH and 

climate

Governance and 
Financing for 
inclusive and 

climate resilient 
WASH

WASH 
innovations in 

technology and 
service delivery

Registration Open
Scan QR Code to Register  

To know more 

Scan to Register

Scan To know 
more

Upcoming events at CWAS

Academic 
Sessions

Policy 
Sessions

• Deadline for abstract submissions: 30th October 2025

• Notification of selected abstracts: 15th December 2025

• Full paper submission deadline for academic sessions: 

15th March 2026

Deadline for abstract 
submissions: 30th Sept, 2025

Notification of selected 
abstracts: 30th Oct, 2025



Partners and collaborations

Funding 
partners

Government
partners 

Research and 
implementation 
partners 

22



cwas.cep
t

cwas.org.in cwas@cept.ac.in
tiny.cc/pasenews

cwas.cept cwas-cept

About us
 

The Center for Water and Sanitation (CWAS) is  a part of CEPT 
Research and Development Foundation (CRDF) at CEPT 
University. CWAS undertakes action-research, implementation 
support, capacity building and advocacy in the field of urban 
water and sanitation. Acting as a thought catalyst and 
facilitator, CWAS works closely with all levels of governments - 
national, state and local to support them in delivering water 
and sanitation services in an efficient, effective and equitable 
manner.

Thank you
cwas@cept.ac.in

cwas.org.in

CEPT_CWAS
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